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Dedicated to children everywhere...

To all whom you meet, be truthful and kind. 

Make the right choices, and good things you’ll find! 

Love others and smile - let your best actions lead. 

Have fun, and have faith, and learn how to read!
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Phil went to camp for one 

week.  He took a big bag of 

camp gear with him.  Mom 

had tears in her eyes as he 

got on the camp bus.

His mother said, “  love you, Phil. 

Please write to me while you are 

at camp.”

Phil kissed his mom, and then the 

bus drove away.

I



1 2

Phil went to camp for one 

week.  He took a big bag of 

camp gear with him.  Mom 

had tears in her eyes as he 

got on the camp bus.

His mother said, “  love you, Phil. 

Please write to me while you are 

at camp.”

Phil kissed his mom, and then the 

bus drove away.

I



3 4

He had not been to camp before.  

Phil had a lot of fun at camp.  He 

made lots of friends.

One day, he wrote a note to his 

mom, as she had asked him to 

do.
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The note said,

Dear Mom,

  have fun here at camp.  We 

sleep in tents next to a camp 

fire.

I Each day    jump in the lake and 

swim.  An adult makes sure we 

are safe.

I
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  can tie a canoe to the dock.    

can make a knot in the rope so 

the canoe will not float away.

I I There are lots of gnats.   do not 

like them.  Once,    felt a gnat bite 

me on the knee.     t left a lump.

I

I
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  eat well. At lunch, sometimes 

they even have pizza!  Yum!  I 

have milk three times each day.

I Please pet the dog and love him 

for me.    will come home in a 

little while to see him.

I
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  miss you.    wish you 

were here, too.

                      Love,

         Phil

I I

Phil’s note made Mom smile.  

Mom felt glad to hear that 

camp was so much fun.
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A Place to Talk and Smile

Comprehension (discussion with reader)
1. How could you tell that Mom was going to miss Phil while he was 

away at camp?
2. Did Phil have fun at camp?
3. What kinds of things did Phil do at camp?
4. Where did Phil and his friends go swimming?
5. What did Mom ask Phil to do while he was away? Did he do it?

Conversation Time 
1. Have you ever been to camp for a week or more? Have you ever 

slept in a tent? Do you think it would be fun?
2. Do you know how many days are in a week? Do you know the names 

of the days of the week?
3. Listen to the “Days of the Week” song. Soon, you’ll be singing along 

and learning the names of the days of the week! Look at Reading 
Expedition 37 or the songbook to find the words to the “Days of 
the Week” song.

4. Look at the letter that Phil wrote to his mom. Can you point out 
the “capital” letters? Capital letters are used for special words in 
reading and writing. Listen to the “Capital Letters” song on track 
16 of the CD, and learn when capital letters should be used!

Sequencing
Draw a line to the numbers to show the order in which these things 
happened in the story. Can you remember? (If you prefer, you can 
point to them.)

1 2 3 4
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The End


