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Dedicated to children everywhere...

To all whom you meet, be truthful and kind.
Make the right choices, and good things you'll find!
Love others and smile - let your best actions lead.
Have fun, and have faith, and learn how to read!

The Blind
Man

Written by Gary and Victoria Beck
Illustrated by Joel Van Gundy

An Expeditions to Excellence Book




A man in a good-looking suit
stood on the sidewalk for quite a
while. A crossing guard saw him
and went over to help.

“Tamin a bind,” said the blind
man. “Do you mind helping
me?”

The man needed some help
because he could not see. The
crossing guard reached out
and took his hand.

“I will be glad to walk with you,”
she said in a soft tone.
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He could hear the sound of the
school buses picking up children.

He could hear the sound of
trucks buzzing by. He could feel
the breeze each time a van sped
in front of him. But he could not
see.

“Let’s find the way together,”
said the woman.

The man smiled and thanked
her. “I can go many places by
myself. Sometimes I need the
aid of others,” he stated.
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As they were crossing the He could feel the road under

road, the man could smell his feet and the hot steam
gas fumes from the trucks. He coming out of the street vents.
could smell the brakes of the The crossing guard did not
buses that had just stopped. notice what the man noticed.
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“What is it like to be blind?”
asked the woman.

“I am just like others in most
ways,” said the man.

“ButI can not do all things in the
same way that you do them,”
he said.
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“I have my own way of reading.

I feel special bumps on a page
with my hands. I have my own
way of walking. I use this stick.
I have a wife and a family and
a job, and I love life as much as
anyone else.”

The man and the woman
reached the other side of the
road.
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“Thank you for talking with me,”
said the crossing guard.

“Thank you for walking with me,”
said the man.

“I am glad I was here to help,”
said the woman. “Have a great

“I am planning on having a
great day! You have been very
kind. I hope we will be meeting
again!” said the man.

He walked the rest of the way to
work, smiling as he went.
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Comprehension (discussion with reader)

1.  Why did the man need help crossing the street?

2. What did the man hear as he crossed the street? What could he smell?

3. How did the man say that he could read?

4. Think of at least five ways in which blind people are just like people who
can see.

Conversation Time

1. Many people have certain challenges that make doing everyday things a
little more difficult. Sometimes people cannot hear. That is called being
deaf. Sometimes people cannot see. That is called being blind. Sometimes
people have difficulty walking or talking or learning the same way in which
most people do. These people are just like anyone else on the inside. They
laugh and cry and feel the same kinds of feelings as people who do not
have these challenges.

2. If you see or know someone who has special challenges or needs,
it is kind to help them in any way you can. Best of all, you can be
their friend. Get to know them. You will find that people who have
special needs also have special gifts to offer. These special gifts
can be things like love, talents, faith, happiness and friendship.

3. Is there anyone you know who has special needs? Do you have a friend,
neighbor, grandparent, brother or sister who needs help in any way?

Sequencing

Draw a line to the numbers to show the order in which these things
happened in the story. Can you remember? (If you prefer, you can
\_ point to them.)
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