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Lucy’s Day
at the Circus

Dedicated to children everywhere...

To all whom you meet, be truthful and kind.
Make the right choices, and good things you'll find!
Love others and smile - let your best actions lead.
Have fun, and have faith, and learn how to read!

Written by Gary and Victoria Beck
Illustrated by Joel Van Gundy
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The circus came to town. The
circus came to town only
once each year. Everyone
was excited. They stood in
long lines to buy their tickets.

Lucy loved the circus. The
clowns made her laugh. The
animals were thrilling to see. She
liked being under the big tent.
Lucy checked to see if she had
enough money to get a ticket.
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She had saved her money so
that she could go. First, she

counted the bills in her pocket. Good news! Lucy had enough
Next, she counted the cents in money for one ticket! There was
her purse, cent by cent. even some money left over.
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What else could Lucy buy with
her extra money? She began to

think about what she would buy.

It was a hot day. She wanted to
buy something cool and good
fo eat.

Lucy spotted a man selling ice

cream. The ice cream looked
so cold and creamy.
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She walked quickly to the ice
cream stand. Lucy bought an
ice cream cone with the cents
that she had left over. Then,
she ran inside the circus tent.
She did not want to be late.

Lucy gave the usher her ticket.
She found her seat and waited
for the show to start. She
licked the drips from her cone
as she looked at the clowns
and the animals getting ready.
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She saw big clowns and small
clowns helping the animal
trainers. She saw horses and
dogs and tigers. Lucy saw a tall
giraffe stick its neck way above
its cage. She liked giraffes.
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The ring master soon came out
to the stage in the center ring.
The crowd began to cheer.
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A smile came over Lucy’s

face. As she ate the last bite
of her ice cream cone, the
ring master began to speak.

He shouted to one and all, “On

with the show!”

The show was going to be great!
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Comprehension (discussion with reader)

How often did the circus come to town?

Did Lucy have enough money to buy a ticket o the circus?

What did Lucy buy with the money she had left over?

Name some of the things that Lucy saw at the circus.

Do you think that Lucy was pleased that she purchased a ticket?
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Tell this story over again in your own words or act it out with some friends. What
do you think Lucy did after the circus was over?

Conversation Time

1. What animals are at a circus? (lions, tigers, elephants, horses, giraffes)

2. What else might you see at a circus? (clowns, acrobats, people on a tight rope or
a flying trapeze)

3. Do you know the name of the person who is “in charge” of the circus? (the ring
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master)
4. What is a cent? (a penny) How many cents are five pennies? (five cents)

5. Do you save your cents in a bank at home? What do you think you would you buy
with your cents? Would you buy a ticket to the circus as Lucy did, or would you buy
something else?

Sequencing

Draw a line to the numbers to show the order in which these things happened
in the story. Can you remember? (If you prefer, you can point to them.)
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