Getting Ready - A Broad View of the Landscape Before You Begin

Blending sounds with "a" and “e" are already mastered and, by now, you're getting familiar with
ro\ the blending sounds routine. This expedition will intfroduce a new set of sounds to your safari
g

< mate. Turn to The Reading Place, page 33, and you will be ready to begin “Blending Sounds with
¢ Short'i".

) These sounds also follow the One Vowel Rule, so your reader will know that the sounds all have
the short "i" sound "ih". Blend the letters as you have done before, in Reading Expeditions 9 and
10, using a continuous sound.

Follow the same steps that you have before, which are outlined below.

Step1 Turn fo page 33 in The Reading Place and read the introductory poem fo your little reader. Page 34
contains consonants paired with the short sound of "i". Ask your reader to "blend these letters” after
you model each combination.

Step 2 After practicing each combination together, ask the reader to independently blend the letter
combinations. (Don't rush, and don't assume that the concept is mastered after just a few tries. Point
to the combinations in random order, over and over again. Praise, praise, praise your reader for correct
answers along the reading journey!) When the "Blending Sounds with Short 'i" expedition has been
mastered, along with the other items indicated on the Jungle Journal, you should proceed o Reading
Expedition 12. 'Hope you are enjoying the safaril

Taking a Closer Look - Sample Dialogue to Help Direct Your Course

Tour Guide: “You're becoming quite the expert at blending sounds. You've mastered short
'a’ sounds and short ‘e’ sounds in such a short time! Let's pretend to use our
hands like binoculars and see if we can spot the next vowel we're going to
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Reader: "i' -TIspyan'i.

Tour Guide: “"Right! We're going to blend sounds that have short 'i' in them. Let's go
to The Reading Place and see if we can spy anything else with our
binoculars. Maybe we'll see some wild animals with them, while we
sit underneath the baobab tree. Let's hope that whatever we see
is friendly..and not too hungry. Then, we'll find our next list of
short 'i' sounds. What does short 'i' say?”

Female
tortoises lay eggs.
They lay about 15 - 20 at
a time. The group of eggs
is called a “clutch” of

eggs.

rn

Reader: “Short 'i' says 'ih'.

Tour Guide: “ih'- that's correct. You sure are smart! Do you think that you
can sing the 'Long and Short Sounds’ song for me? T'll bet you can!”
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"\ps...
o@ for Tour Guides
S
On 3x5 cards, label common objects around the house (things such as “bed”, "chair”,
“desk”, "door”, etc.). Use colorful markers, but always print on the cards clearly and
in lower case letters. Change them from time fo time. You'll be surprised at how many
new words your child learns to read in the process!
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bed

sink
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o@ for Friends
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Binoculars - A Great

Project for a Rainy Day!
door

On a safari and forgot your binoculars? No
° problem! Help make your moments at The
Reading Place more realistic by creating
your own binoculars to observe those lions
and figers. Just get fwo cardboard tubes
(from the inside of a paper towel roll or
toilet tissue roll) and glue them together.
Now, decorate and use!
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What Youl/ Need to Pack For the Safars

b

You will need th -
student! e Reading Place (pages 33-34), and your best cheer
eering voice for you
Resu , your smart and capable
/ts fo Achreve During Your Expedition

Your safari m i
ate will be able to i
) 0
, contain the short ** sound independently blend the letter combinations in T/
) ns in The Readin,
g Place that

Accomplished

with Excellence Expedition Activities:

Reader blends the “im" so

Reader blends the "ib" sound
Reader blends the "ip" sound
Reader blends the “id" sound
Reader blends the "ig" sound
Reader blends the “it" sound
Reader blends the “il" sound
Reader blends the "in" sound
Reader blends the “ix" sound

Reader blends the “igs" sound

Reader completes Funsheefs (instructions 1o be read by Tour Guide)

Reader places @ sticker or draws @ star on the Safari Success Trail
poster, in space number 11
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Look what happens when

We 2

you blend letters with “ig".
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Can you guess what word you can make
by blending the letter k" with "iss"?

When we blenc
letters together, it
as if the letters are

kissing each other.
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