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Come to the wise old baobab tree
And sit by its side, where the shade is free.
Our mighty green tree grew from a seed,
(You'll grow the same way as you learn to read.)
In the very beginning, some things might seem slow,
But lots of great words you will soon come to know.
Reading will make your confidence strong,

And your love for good books will be lifelong.
So, come along now; you'll soon be a reader.
(You'll quickly find out that you're also a leader.)
Come gather 'round this fine Reading Place.
Begin with a smile and a bright, happy face!
We'll make this time count (and have lots of fun, too).
Everyone here is so proud of you!

I will be here to help you and guide -

So, let's read together now - side-by-side.

~ Victoria Beck
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For Use with Reading Expedition
9

The Tour Guide says...

You know the letters - every one/
Learning can be so much funl!
A job well done - right from the start.
I can tell that YOU are smartl

Short "a" says "aaah”. Keep listening to Audio Guide Lessons 1, 2, 3 and 4!
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For Use with Reading Expedition
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The Tour Guide says...

Come along and blend some sounds!
Soon, you'll read by leaps and bounds!
Six “e" sounds for you to know,

Get ready, set...now, let's go!

What does the short "e" say? “eh". Audio Guide Lesson 5 will help you blend!
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For Use with Reading Expedition
171

The Tour Guide says...

Come and sit - pull up a chair,
Let's get ready:; let's preparel!
Keep your blending finger flowing,
Turn the page and let's get going!

The sound of the short "i" is "ih".
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The Tour Guide says...

Once you've learned to smoothly blend
Your reading skills will have no end!
Try these "0" sounds - concentratel!

You're doing well! You're doing great!

What does short "0" say? It says the sound heard in ostrich! Listen to the sound demonstrated
for you in Audio Guide Lesson 4.
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For Use with Reading Expedition
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The Tour Guide says...

Look how far you have progressed!
Who would have known? Who would have guessed?
One more blending group to go...
Then your skills will grow and grow!

(You're a star!)

The sound of short “u" is “uh”.
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The short "u” sound is the
sound of the bee "buzzing"
around. Pretend you are that
bee - "buzz!" Perhaps that
bee can land on each of these
blends as your reader learns
them.
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